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We acknowledge as the members of:

HEAN coln PARISH CounciL

our responsibility for ensuring that there Is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

Fgrasd

e bt
; Yeu I i3 Yr..: siears thal this aLhonn

1. We have put In place arangements for effective finencis] preparsd U3 sccounting stafements in éccordance
| management during the yeer, and for tha praparaian ot Ay | wir the Accounts and Audit Reguetions.
| memumunteme@; ) = e
[-;,Wemhﬁnedmadequmsystemofmmm made proper arrangemants and accepled responsibility
Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud \/@3 for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness, s charge. ) 7 .
3. We fook e resonable steps fo assure ourselves | haz only done what it has the fegal power to do end has
that there are no matters of actual or potsntial compliad with Propar Practices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper .
Practices hat could have a significant finencial effect /Uo
on the abiity of his euthaoity to conduct is
businéss or manage its finances. -
| 4- We providad proper opportunity during the year for T during the yoar gave af persons inforested the opportunily fo
| the exercise of electors® rights in accordance with the /UD inepoct and esk questions about this suthorily’s accounts.
m%ﬁ@ewwwwm- e o e
'&waﬁedmdanmnlolhmmws considsrad and documentod the financial and other risks il
suthority and took appropriate steps to manage those faces end deaft with them properly.
riks, inchuding the infroduction of internal controle ander | / %
extemal insurance cover where required. . _ P
€, We maintained throughout the yeer an adequate and arrenged for a competent person, independant of the financial
| eﬂedlvesymmovmmalauﬁkomeawounﬂm @ conltrols end procedures, lo ghve an olifective view on whether
[ ra_eos_dsmdconﬁulsystar_na ] | mmwmummdsofmmm__
| 7. We took appropriste sction on ali matiers relssd | responded to matters brought to its attention by infemal end
_ Inroporta fom infemaf and extemalaudt. | YeTY edemelavdt. -
&, We considered whether eny Bligation, Rabilties or ma disclosed everything il should have about iis businass activity
| commitments, events or trensactions, oceurting eltther during the yeer including events teking placo efter the year
during or sfter the yoar-end, have a financlal impact on 7(,6 end ¥ relovant,
| this authorlty and, where apprapriate, have Includsd them
_ inthe accaunting statemants. — i _ -
| 5. (For loval counciis anly) Trust funds including has met all of its responsibiities where, es & body
| charitable. in our capachty as the sole managing corporate, i is a sofe managling trustee of 8 local
trustee we discharged our accountability trust or trugts,
| responsibiities for the fund(syassets, including !
| financial reporting and, If required, Independent N,A,.
exemination or audit, !_

*Please provide explanations to the external audlt-or— on a separate sliéot for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statsment was approved at & | Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

5 Juls 1o 1 | “‘_’#7’\_“; Lh sseec.
and recorded as minute reference: | Chairman ,
| TE™ 8 | cenk %%R
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

HEADCORN OrAel CouNcit

31 Rtarch
2022
o

4. Balances brought Tbalancesandmemsatmebeglmllmofﬂ!emr
forward £108,640 £39,788 as recorded in the financlal records. Value must agree to
T _ et Box7of previcus year. S—
2, (+) Precapt or Rates and | o | Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies £218,333 £264,432 Mwmmm(me year. Exclude any grants
2. {+) Total other receipts g | Total income or receipts as recorded In the cashbook less
£84,078 £342.544 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
SISO [T grants received. TR
4. (-} Staff costs Wemndﬂm;r%mntsmada'm:nnzanbehalf
of et employees. Include gross salaries wages,
£163,780 £143,218 employers Ni confributions, employers pengion
contributions, gratulties and severance payments.
5. {~) L.oan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments £24,919 £39,602 madle during the year an the sutherity’s borrowings (if any).
6. {)Allctherpayments | Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |
£192,460 £424,304 book less staff costs (fine 4) and foan Intsrest/capial
= — | repayments(ines). T —
7. (=) Balances canried Totel balances and reserves st the end of the year. Must
forward £39,788 £39,840 equal (142+3) - (4+5+6), .
| &. Total velue of cash and o | | The sumof alf current and deposh bank accourts, cash ,
shortterm investments | £39,788 £39,640 holdings end short term investments held &s at 31 March ~ |
To agree with bank reconcliiation.

| 5. Total fixed assets plus

. _ The valus of sil the property the authority owns — i is made |
long term Investmeants £272,555

£299,968 up of all its fixed asssts and long ferm invesiments as et |

and assets __| 31 Merch. R -
10, Total borrawings | | The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of af foans
° £79,278 £207,256 | from third partios including PWLE] |

B

For Local Councils Only

1. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Cauncil, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and |

i (inciuding charitable) Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. ‘.
%1b. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting stalements above do not |
(including charitable) j VR | Include any Trust transactions. o

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2028 the Accounting | 1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date;

Return have besen prepared on elther a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basls following the guldance in 4 jw('b 0 13

Govemance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a

Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position of this authoriy, as recorded in minute reference:
Slgned by Responsible Financial Officer hefore being | 1w q
presented to the authority for approval |
' Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
W?/-\/ L —— Statements approved

Date
P ]"‘6 1o U . </ >
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Headcorn Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAC website —
hitps://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retumn, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices
ant: no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been
met.

The Council was required to prepare the 2022/23 accounts on the basis of income and expenditure, as income has been in excess of £200,000 for
three consecutive years. However, the accounts continue to be prepared on a receipts and payments basis. The Council should ensure that it
understands its financial performance and amounts owed to or owed by the Council at the year-end so it can prepare accounts on an income and
expenditure basis in 2023/24. The 2022/23 figures should also be restated in the prior year comparatives when completing next year's AGAR.

The Council has not fully implemented recommendations made in the 2021/22 external audit report in relation to preparing the accounts on an
income and expenditure basis. The Council answered yes to the relevant assertion in the 2022/23 Annual Governance Statement (assertion 7),
claiming it has taken appropriate action in respect of audit reports. In future, the Council should ensure that appropriate action in response to audit
recommendations is taken within a reasonable time.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The Council did not approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return before 30 June 2023 as required by the Accounts and
Audit Regulations. The return was approved on 3 July 2023.

The Council did not provide the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and / or information requested for audit review by the
agreed date of 30 June. In future, the Council should ensure that all information requested for audit review is provided by the due date.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermnance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2023.

*We do not certify completion because:

Not applicable.

External Auditor Name

Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

Magary LLP 10 October 2023

External Auditor Signature Date
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